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Sixty Years of Development of the Institute for the History of Natural
Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences: 1957 —2016

ZHANG Baichun
(Institute for the History of Natural Sciences, CAS, Beijing 100190, China)

Abstract The history of science and technology became an important issue in patriotic educa-
tion in the P. R. China in the 1950s. The Chinese Academy of Sciences started to prepare for stud-
ies in the history of S&T in 1951, formulated the 12-Year Plan for Research on the History of S&T in
1956, and founded the Research Department on the History of Natural Sciences in 1957. The Depart-
ment was expanded to the Institute for the History of Natural Sciences in 1975. The Institute ( the De-
partment) implemented the research paradigm proposed in 1956, producing a variety of publications,
and developing its own research tradition. Since 1978, the Institute has been tackling new issues,
and expanding and transforming the research into new fields broadly encapsulated by the phrases
“from traditional China to modern China” and “from China to the world”. Tt has been promoting
cross-disciplinary and applied research on the history of S&T, and has been testing new perspectives
and new methods. Faced with both opportunities and challenges in the future, the Institute will con-
tinue to pursue excellence in the study of the history of S&T and related research fields, and will fur-
ther internationalize its research.

Keywords Institute for the History of Natural Sciences, historigraphy of science and technolo-

gy, development



(CNRETIE b S (VSO ES e B2 et I3 R

4 196654 MR EI 1A

Fo  (hERREEAR L)



